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Livable Streets = Complete Streets 

 

A Livable Street… 
 

     has been designed and operates with considerations for safe access 
and movement along and across the street accommodating citizens 
of all ages and abilities, including motorists, bicyclists, pedestrians, 
and transit riders. 

 

A Livable Street is not “typical” or “one size fits all”… 

 

 

 



  

 

Our streets are for anyone to use… 
 Motorists 

 Pedestrians 

 Bicyclists 

 Transit Riders 

 People of all ages, abilities & disabilities 

 

   …We should build them that way! 

 



 
Benefits: 

 People who walk or bike 

 People who drive or ride transit 

 Economically challenged  

 People with special needs (ADA) 

 Older citizens 

 Children/Families 

 Business owners/merchants 

 Cities/Towns 

                           Everyone! 
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Other Benefits: 
  Connectivity 

  Property values 

  Economy 

  Public Health  

  Public Safety 

  Environment 

  Recreation 

  Sustainability 

  Community Image 

 Quality of Life 

 



Livable Street Elements: 
Sidewalks 
Multi-Use Paths 
Paved shoulders 
Bike lanes & Wide curb lanes  
Connectivity (Streets, Trails, Sidewalks) 
Mixed Use Development & Varied Architecture/Façade 
Raised Medians & Refuge Areas (e.g. Green Space/Buffer) 
Access Management 
Crosswalks & Pedestrian Signals 
Roundabouts 
Traffic Calming (Speed Humps, Traffic Circles) 
Intersection Corner “Bump-Outs” 

 

 



Livable Streets Elements (cont’d): 
Bus Services and Bus stops (Transit) 
Parks 
Street Furniture (Benches, Rest Stops, Etc.) 
Bike Racks 
Street Lighting 
Accessibility Improvements (ADA) 
Safe Routes to School 
“Road Diet” 
Landscaping (e.g. Street Trees)  
Beautification 

 
 
(not an all-inclusive list, just some representative elements) 
 
 

 



 
Policy Result: 

 
A planned and built NETWORK of safe and efficient transportation 
accommodations for pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, and motorists 
that include people of all abilities…it is NOT every element on every 
street. 

 

 

  

 

 



How do we build citizen support? 
 

How are we funding this? 

 

How is this received by the public? 
 

What are some of the obstacles?   
 

 

What value does it bring to the community? 



So how is Lee’s Summit implementing Livable Streets? 

– Planning (Infrastructure, Land Use and Standards) 



So how is Lee’s Summit implementing Livable Streets? 

– Review and change existing streets and proposed street designs 

– Sidewalk and Trail/Path Infrastructure Construction 



Traffic Calming 

 

 

So how is Lee’s Summit implementing 
Livable Streets? 



So how is Lee’s Summit implementing Livable Streets? 

– Roundabouts 



So how is Lee’s Summit implementing Livable Streets? 

– Road Diets 



“Road Diets”  
2nd Street 



 “Road Diets”                                         Independence Ave 



So how is Lee’s Summit implementing Livable Streets? 

– Paved Shoulders 



Turf Shoulders 



 Paved Shoulders 

 

 



So how is Lee’s Summit implementing Livable Streets? 

– Building and Promoting the Street Grid/Connectivity  

 (Changing and Promoting Better Development) 

– New and Improved Road Connections 

– More Connected Subdivisions 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 



So how is Lee’s Summit implementing Livable Streets? 

– Street Lighting  (Neighborhoods and Major Roadways) 

– Landscaping (Douglas, Tudor, Ward)  

– Safety Studies & Planning Studies (Safe Routes to School, 
Crash Mitigation Plans, Road Safety Audit Program) 

– Enforcement (Police & Laws) & Education Activities 

– Performance Monitoring & Measures 

 
 



 A Livable Street Environment:  
 “Place Making” for livable streets 

 Attractive corridors generate activity 

 

 

 



 “Place Making” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Downtown Lee’s Summit 



  “Place Making” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   Lee’s Summit 



Recognition/Awards 
 Nationally Recognized Livable Streets Policy 

 BFC Designation (Bronze 2012-2016) 

 WFC Designation (Silver 2015-2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Other Recognition! 



• Resources 
– Manuals & Guides 

– Conferences & Workshops 

– BFC 

– WFC 

– Professionals 

– Community Advocates/Advisory Boards 

– Partnerships and Collaborators (e.g. Schools) 



Online Resources: 
 

 Facebook:     
Livable Streets Lee’s Summit 
Missouri Livable Streets 

  

Websites: 
www.livablestreetsls.com     www.cityofls.net   
http://livablestreets.missouri.edu/ 
www.completestreets.org 
www.mobikefed.org 
www.marc.org/bikeped/ 
livablestreets.missouri.edu/  
www.marc.org/transportation/completestreets.htm  
  

 

 

 Online Reference Materials:  
Missouri Livable Streets Design Manual 
Missouri Livable Streets Advocacy Manual 
MARC Complete Streets Policy Guidebook  
Complete Streets Best Practices (B. McCann) 
 
 

www.bikewalkkc.org  
www.apha.org  
smartgrowthamerica.org/complete-streets  
trailnet.org  
pednet.org 
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How do we build citizen support? 
 

How are we funding this? 

 

How is this received by the public? 
 

What are some of the obstacles?   
 

 

What value does it bring to the community? 




