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Summary

Many Missouri pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers believe that Missouri road users are not as safe and attentive as they could be.  Unsafe driving is particularly discouraging and dangerous to pedestrians and bicyclists, who are among the most vulnerable road users and account for a disproportionate amount of roadway injuries. Except when intoxicated driving is involved, drivers causing such injuries are rarely or never charged with more than minor traffic infractions, even when drivers are clearly--and sometimes grossly--at fault. 

At a time when public health authorities across the country are vigorously promoting walking and bicycling as an antidote to a rising epidemic of obesity and inactivity, this situation must be improved.

These proposed highway safety laws are designed to make Missouri roadways safer for all road users by holding road users more accountable for unsafe actions that may injure or kill others.  The proposed laws also address and clarify a number of bicycle-specific topics that have not been previously addressed in Missouri law.

Specifically, the proposal:

· Creates new provisions within Missouri’s assault and manslaughter laws that are designed to parallel current assault and manslaughter provisions but be specific to motor vehicle operation.  Common-sense standards allow these provisions to be applied against drivers who habitually or knowingly drive dangerously or illegally, when their dangerous driving causes injury or death.  Driving privileges may be revoked for up to 13 years for such offenses.

· Creates the specific misdemeanor offences of operation of a vehicle leading to injury, serious injury, and death, which can be used when more serious charges are not possible or appropriate.
· Requires drivers whose license has been suspended or revoked to participate in the National Safety Council's twelve-hour "Attitudinal Dynamics of Driving" course with substantial emphasis on bike/ped/motorcycle awareness.  Research shows this course leads to a 77% reduction in accidents and over 70% reduction in traffic violations.

· Specifically requires drivers to exercise the highest degree of care to avoid colliding with pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorcyclists.

· Specifically requires motorists to pass bicyclists at a safe distance, and in no event closer than 3 feet.

· Adds additional driver license points in cases where traffic violations lead to injury or death. Adds a point for any traffic violation in a school zone.

· Establishes a state-wide uniform school zone speed limit of 20 MPH and increases penalties for traffic violations in school zones. 

· Clarifies the definition of bicycle; clarifies legality of bicyclists riding on road shoulders.

· Establishes rules for motorists crossing bicycle lanes; establishes that motorists crossing a bicycle lane must yield to bicycles in the lane; prohibits blocking bicycle lanes.

· Allows bicyclists to carefully roll through stop signs when safe. 

