
Missouri Bicycling Facts and Statistics 

• The bicycle is the most popular vehicle in the world today.  There are over 1.4 billion 
bicycles in service and only 400 million automobiles. 

• Since 2005 the number of bicycles sold in the U.S. each year (19 million) has exceeded 
the number of cars sold. 

• There are two million bicyclists in Missouri. 

• Nationally, bicycling generates more $133 billion annually for the economy, $17.7 billion 
in state and federal taxes, and supports nearly 1.1 million jobs.  

• There are over 100 local bicycle shops in Missouri with over 1,000 employees. Bicycle-
related sales in Missouri total about $220 million per year--$100 million from bicycle shops 
and $120 million from large retailers.  

• "Bicycling is the new golf," according to the New York Times and Time Magazine -- 
people meet, network, make decisions on bike rides. 

• Bicycling is the second most popular recreational activity in the U.S.  Only walking is 
more popular.   

• Cycling is the #1 fitness and health activity among doctors and lawyers over the age 
of 40. 

• Bicyclists outnumber skiers, golfers, and tennis players combined. 

• 1.6 million people visit Missouri to hike or bicycle each year (4.3% of all Missouri 
tourists).  This puts bicycling/hiking on par with other major tourist activities that each attract 
4-5% of all tourists: Golf, beach/waterfront, boat/car/home show, adventure sports, 
boating/sailing, night life, camping, hunting/fishing, and gambling. 

• Americans take 3.3 billion bicycling trips and 35.3 billion walking trips each year 

• Missourians take about 20 million bicycle trips each year.  

• The Katy Trail has half a million visitors each year, from all 50 states and many foreign 
countries 

• Katy Trail visitors spend an average of $260 per trip. 

• The Katy Trail cost approximately $6 million to build and generates an estimated $6 
million in economic impact each year. 

• Missouri spends $1.6 billion per year on obesity-related expenses--that's 6.1% of total 
medical expenditures. 
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