
Tourism Commission meeting - November 10, 2009, 9:00 a.m.
Truman Building, Room 850, Jefferson City, Missouri

Members in attendance:  Chairman Lt. Governor Peter Kinder; Senator Ryan McKenna; Senator Jack Goodman; Rep. Maynard Wallace; Rep. Gina Walsh; Marci Bennett; Sharon Garrett; Scott Hovis; Eric Rhone; Kelly Swanson.

Others in attendance:  Bob Smith, Bob Hain, Suzy Schneider, Sarah Luebbert, Jeff Wohlt, Dee Ann McKinney, Mary Oberreither, Becky Heeren of the Missouri Division of Tourism; Mark Schaeffer, Leah Chandler, Rimante Ivoskaite and Kari Kuper of Hoffman/Lewis; Bill Patterson, Nation Ranch; Pat Amick, Missouri Travel Council; Gary Figgins, Show-Me Missouri Magazine; Ramona Mormann, Missouri Hotel & Lodging Association; Tim Jacobsen, Lake of the Ozarks CVB; Chris Blank, Associated Press; Marshall Griffin, KWMU-St. Louis; Katie Steele Danner and Karen Winn, Dept. of Economic Development; Gary McElyea, Lt. Governor Kinder’s Office.

Chairman Kinder called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  

Motion:  Senator McKenna (Approve the minutes of October 1, 2009 meeting).
Second:  Rep. Walsh

Vote:  Unanimous

Chairman’s Report: Lt. Governor indicated that he would be diverging from the agenda slightly, moving items under New Business forward.  The H/L presentation under Old Business is a visual presentation and those on the phone may be presented the information at a later time.  

Director’s report:  Bob Smith reported that Welcome Center construction is underway at New Madrid; an alternate location is being reviewed for the Rock Port location.  The 2010 Travel Guide is well underway and expected to be delivered the first part of December.  The cover of the 2010 guide features the anniversaries of Mark Twain and Pony Express.  Preliminary work has begun on the Governor’s initiative regarding State Parks; we’ve been in contact with State Parks and hope to have a report ready to send to Commissioners by December 1.  Web presence continues to grow with enhancements to the industry portal coming soon.

Budget Committee report:  Marci Bennett reported on the Budget Committee meeting on November 9.  With the Commission approving the FY10 budget at its last meeting, the division has since sustained an additional $1.6 million cut.  Division staff prepared recommendations on those reductions, with the funding reduced from the Hoffman/Lewis budget.  The challenge will be in the next fiscal year.  Division staff prepared a preliminary budget with three budget scenarios -- funding at $16 million, $13 million and $11 million.  The budget committee will meet again after we find out the Governor’s recommendation for the Tourism budget.

Motion:  Bennett (Adopt the Budget Committee recommendation of reductions of $1.6 million, with the division’s recommended cuts to the Hoffman/Lewis advertising budget.)
Second:  Wallace

Vote:  Unanimous

Election of Officers:  Chairman Kinder proceeded with the Election of Officers.  Rep. Maynard Wallace commended Lt. Governor for his leadership as chairman; he further recommended that the chairmanship now should go to someone in the industry.  

Motion:  Wallace (Nominate Marci Bennett for chairman of the Tourism Commission.)

Second:  Garrett

Chairman Kinder called for any other nominations; none indicated.  

Vote:  Unanimous; Marci Bennett abstaining.

Lt. Governor Kinder indicated that the office of Chair was effective immediately.  

Chair Marci Bennett called for nominations for Vice-chair.  

Motion:  Walsh (Nominate Scott Hovis for Vice-chair of the Tourism Commission.)

Second:  Rhone

Chair Bennett called for any other nominations; none indicated.

Vote:  Unanimous

Chair Bennett indicated the Tourism Commission would go into Closed Session for matters related to personnel.  
Motion:  McKenna (Go into Closed Session pursuant to RSMo. 610.021 Section 3)
Second:  Walsh

Vote:  Senator McKenna (yea); Senator Goodman (yea); Rep. Wallace (yea); Rep. Walsh (yea);  Marci Bennett (yea); Sharon Garrett (yea); Scott Hovis (yea); Eric Rhone (yea); Kelly Swanson (yea); Lt. Governor Kinder (yea).  
Meeting went into Closed Session at 9:20 a.m.
Meeting returned to Open Session at 10:10 a.m.

Chair Bennett reported that the Tourism Commission had unanimously chosen Katie Steele Danner as the new director of the Missouri Division of Tourism.  On behalf of the Tourism Commission, Marci Bennett thanked Bob Smith for his service as interim director during these difficult budget times and for his years of service to the tourism industry and the commission.
At the last Commission meeting, the Commission asked Hoffman/Lewis for an update on our advertising efforts.  Mark Schaeffer and Leah Chandler provided an overview of our advertising campaign.

Marci Bennett asked for any other business before the Commission.  None indicated.

Motion:  Rhone (Adjourn the November 10, 2009 Commission meeting).
Second:  Garrett

Vote:  Unanimous

Meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Suzy Schneider

Executive Assistant to the Tourism Commission

