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HB 3006-3015-3020: Rock Island Trail ARPA Funding –  
A Major Rural Economic Development Initiative 
 

• Gov.  Parson proposed $69 million in ARPA funding to develop the most 
difficult/expensive sections of Rock Island Trail State Park in central Missouri 
as a major rural economic development project. 3 tunnels, 2 major bridges. 

• Remaining sections of the 144-mile rail-trail corridor would be built quickly by 
local, private, and other funds 

• With the Katy Trail, this creates a 400+ mile cross state trail loop system unlike any 
in the world – an internationally significant tourism destination. 

• Katy Trail brings 500K visits & $18 million annually – Rock Island would equal 
that 

 
• 2000s: Communities along the corridor organize & begin working together to develop the corridor 

as a trail. Work continues today in a remarkably unified way. 
• August 2014:  12,000 signatures delivered to Ameren, Inc., calling on the company to preserve the 

144-mile corridor through railbanking and create a regional rail-trail. 
• Summer 2017: 8,685 comments submitted during Missouri State Parks public comment period, 

with more than 98 percent on record as comments in favor of the trail. 
• Fall 2018: Hundreds attend three State Parks public meetings in Rock Island communities about 

future of corridor, vast majority express support for the trail; 1875 public comments submitted – 
95% support; 1% oppose; 4% neutral or just a question. 

• 2018: General Assembly requires State Parks to build/maintain Rock Island corridor fencing if 
corridor accepted as State Park (SB 782; 253.175 RSMo). 

• 2019: General Assembly endorses creation of Rock Island Trail State Park and creation of a special 
Endowment Fund to collect private donations for corridor (SB 473; 253.177 RSMo). 

• Dec 2021: DNR signs agreements and accepts the 144 mile Rock Island RR corridor as part of the 
Missouri State Parks system. 
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