Preparing for the audit

Conducting the school safety audit
One of the primary tasks for the School Safety Committee in phase 1 is to conduct the environmental and behavioral audit of the school and school children.  Information to be collected will involve talking to school administrators or grounds keepers as well as actually walking around the school.  Make sure to read through the entire audit before starting to collect data. 
Choose a day to conduct the walking audit and determine who will participate.  If possible, conduct the audit around the time when children are arriving at or leaving school so you can get a real sense of what kids do each day.  

Assign one person to lead the audit and 1-2 people to scribe.  You may want 1 person to fill in the audit and another to take more general notes.  The column on the ride side is for note taking.  Use this space to expand on the Yes/No answers by adding any additional observations.  Make sure to give the scribe(s) time to read through the assessment materials beforehand.
You may not be able to answer all of the questions in one outing so don’t be discouraged if you need more time or another day. 

The audit should be conducted within approximately 3 blocks around the school. 

Make a map

Go to http://maps.google.com/, enter the address of the school in the blank space at the top of the page and click “search maps”.
Use the zoom tools on the left of the map to create a good sized map of the school and the streets around it that you will be auditing.

On the upper right corner you can choose to view the map as a map or as a satellite image.  Try different views to determine what you like best.  If you use the satellite view make sure to click on “view labels” so the names of the streets appear.  

Once you have chosen a view that captures all of the streets and intersections you will be assessing on the audit, print the map to bring with you on the audit. 
Pedestrian Safety Audit

Audit leader 
_____________________________________________________
Name of scribe 1
_______________________________________________

Name of scribe 2
_______________________________________________

List the members of the audit team and their role or interest in this exercise:

   Name





Title/role (teacher, parent, student, etc.)
1. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

2. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

3. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

4. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

5. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

6. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

7. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

8. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

9. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

10. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

11. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

12. ___________________________________
_______________________________________________

I.  General Information
1. How many students attend the school?  _________________
2. What grade levels are at this school?  
Pre-K     K     1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9 
3. How many students live:


Within .5 miles of the school?
_____



Within 1 mile of the school?

_____


Within 1.5 miles of the school?
_____


More than 1.5 miles from school? 
_____
4. How many students: 



Ride a school bus?


_____


Are driven by private vehicles?  
_____


Walk or bike to school?

_____


Take city transit?


_____
III. Environment – on school grounds

STUDENT DROP-OFF/LOADING AREAS
5. Are pedestrian destinations on school grounds (playgrounds, bike racks, walkways, etc.) protected from bus loading zones, student drop-off/loading zones, and other driveways?

· Yes




· Somewhat

· No
6. Can walkers get to the school without having to walk through driveways or parking lots? 
· Yes




· No
7. Do adults from the school supervise the drop-off/pick-up?
· Yes




· No
8. Are there adult crossing guards near the school?  
· Yes




· No
9. How busy is the street in front of the school? 

· Very busy

· Somewhat busy

· Busy when school is starting/letting out

· Not busy at all
Cars/SUVs
10. Is there a specific drop off or pick up place for cars SUVs? 
· Yes




· No
11. Is it physically separated from pedestrian and bicycling routes?

· Yes




· No
13. Is traffic in the car loading zone one-way?

· Yes




· No
14. Is the car loading/unloading zone lighted?
· Yes




· No
BUSES
15. Is there a specific drop off or pick up place for buses? 
· Yes




· No
16. Is it physically separated from pedestrian and bicycling routes?
· Yes




· No
17. Are bus driveways physically separated from parent pick-up/drop-off areas?
· Yes




· No
18. Is traffic in the bus loading zone one-way?
· Yes




· No
19. Is the bus loading/unloading zone lighted?

· Yes




· No
BIKES
Is there designated bicycle parking space at the school?
· Yes
· No
If “yes” to question 20: 
20. How many spaces are provided? 
_____
21. Is parking in reasonable proximity to classrooms and bike paths to the school?
· Yes
· No
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


22. Is the bicycle area lighted?



· Yes
· No
IV. Environment – within 3 blocks of the school

23. Is the school located close to a residential neighborhood?

· Yes
· No
24. Are there any of the following: 
· 2 lane or wider streets

· Speed limits of 30mph or higher

25. Are there sidewalks to walk on? 

· There are sidewalks on all of the streets

· There are sidewalks on most of the streets

· There are sidewalks on at least half of the streets

· There are sidewalks on only a few streets

· There are no sidewalks

26. Have you noticed any of these problems (check all that apply)

· Sidewalks or paths started and stopped 
 


· Sidewalks were broken or cracked 
 
 

· Sidewalks were blocked with poles, signs, shrubbery, dumpsters, etc. 
 
· Sidewalks too skinny

· Sidewalks too close to the street (no barrier between sidewalk and street)

· Something else: ________________________________________________ 
 

27. Are crosswalks, sidewalks and paths approaching the school site lighted?
· Yes
· Somewhat
· No
28. Are there School Crossing, School Speed Limit, or other signs or pavement markings present?
· Yes
· No
29. Are any additional traffic control devices used around the school such as cones or flashing signs? 
· Yes
· No





30. Are there marked crossings at every intersection children walk? 
· Yes
· At some
· No
31. Are there stop lights or stop signs at the crosswalks?  

· Yes
· At some
· No
32. Are there pedestrian walk/do not walk signals?  

· Yes
· At some
· No
32b. Do all walk signals give enough time to cross the street? 

· Yes
· No
33. What other unpleasant things did you observe? 
 


· Needed more grass, flowers, or trees 
 
 

· Scary dogs 
 
 

· Scary people 
 
 

· Not well lighted 
 
 

· Dirty, lots of litter or trash 
 
 

· Dirty air due to automobile exhaust 
 
 

· Speeding vehicles

· Something else ______________________________ 
34. What are the major problem locations? 
(List the issues below and use your map to mark where the problems are) 
1) ______________________________
2) ______________________________
3) ______________________________
4) ______________________________
5) ______________________________
6) ______________________________
7) ______________________________
8) ______________________________
9) ______________________________
10) ______________________________
11) ______________________________
12) ______________________________
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